Open Sunt

Community Federa

The silence of winter is
Ged's invitation to listen
more cl-oselg to His voice.

|
0
=}
8
@D
Q
=
@
LS
B
Q_T
=]

Januaryz February 2026



Sunday Morning Bible Stugi¥0a.m.
in the Parlor and on Zoom
Studying from "Disciplines 22
e ‘ Reading and reflecting on scripture is a spiritual
DlSClpllIlGS that provides daily inspiration and spiritual nourishment
006 | I for those who seek God. In thisdlisy devotional
R . - - | guide, readers encounter a diverse community of
thoughtful Christian writersheudogians who guide
them toward a deeper relationship with God.
Each reading in The Upper Room Disciplines in
selected scripture passage, a meditation on the
scripture, and a prayer or suggestion for reflection.
Disciplines offers 7 days of engagevith the
upcoming Sundayodés | ecti on
devotions is written by one author and focuses on one
theme to provide extended depth into how the ancient
stories of the Bible apply to our lives today

Tuesday Bible Study
1000 a.m.

in the parlor and on Zoom

This Study is participantthes
group will explore a vaakty
topics in the old and new
testaments.
Everyone is invited to participate

suggest new topics, and, if desir
plan and lead studies.




Pasto

Rev Dr Elizabeth Morgan

Dear Friends in Christ,
| said to the man who stood at the gate of the year

AnGive me a |light, that | may safely

And he replied,

ARGo out into the darkness and put vyo

that shal/l be to you better than a |

Those words are from AThe Gate of th
we too stand at the gate of the year.
2026, with all I'ts Aunknownso wil/l be,

|l 6ve bheading the | etter to the Hebre

to whom it was written. All we know is that the recipients of the letter were having a ve
difficult time staying strong in their faith. They were exhausted, grgeuired of trying to
keep things going, tired of trying to make a difference in a world filled with anger and
division.

Hebrews says faith is like runningarate. et us run with pe

mar ked out for wus, fixing our eyes on .
grow weary in youHeb®d3).l s or | ose heart

Each of us has a different race to run, each of us is on a different place in our fai
journey, and only God knows what lies ahead. The late Fred Buechndt $a@,i t h i

being sure where youbre going, RgWidhfulgoi |
Thinking, 1983). Whatever race you run in 2026, whatever you carry with you, the One
i's able to prevent you from falling wi/|
light your way.

May we hold fast to this Good News.

With prayers that Gododés | eading, pre
beyond.

Faithfully, in the service of the Go
Pastor Liz



JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2026
WORSHIP AND LECTIONARY GOSPEL READINGS

Sunday, January 4: Epiphany Sunday, Commur Sunday, February Communion

Matthew 2:112 Matthew 5:112

Sunday. January 11: Baptism of the Lord Sunday, February 15: Transfiguration of the Lo
Matthew 3:1317 Matthew 17:19

Sunday, January 18 Wednesday, February 18: Ash Wednesday
John 1:2H%42 Communion 7 pm

Matthew 6:16, 1621

Sunday, January 25

Matthew 4:1223 Sunday, February 22: Lent 1
Matthew 4:111

PROTOCOL FOR WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS
A friendly but important reminder &

1 The current Pastor of the Community Federated Church, Thermopolis, Wyomirsgbe
informed when a family wishes another pastor or individual to officiate a wedding or
funeral to be held at the churcNo exceptions!Contact the Pastdreforeyou invite
someone else to lead these services.

1 After you have spoken with the Pastor, an invitation will be extended to the guest pas
individual chosen by the family to officiate at the service. The invitation is then recorc
the Session minutes, as required.

1 The Pastor will always work with the family to honor their wishes in this regard, but al
reserves the right to eafficiate services with the guest pastor or individual chosen by t
family.

Following these guidelines helps to avoid the problems and difficulties that occur when the
current Pastor is not included in planning of weddings and funerals at the church.




Musings from the Music Di

Happy New Year! God truly blessed our Christmas Season. So many wonderfully ti
were involved in bringing the Christmas messag= t~ life

The combined communi t &
on That Christmas Nig

inspired. The efforts of our choir members, Nar M

Williams, Joan Stetler, and our strings and flute
wonderful blessing. Then, added to toamthanity,
members, including choir, strings, and percussic
so much. We had 16 in the choir, and 11 in the"
orchestral

| also want to thank our Bell Choir for their willingness to share the beautiful Christ
with the Latt®ray Saints haretown. Marcia Nelson, one of our ringers, invited us to p
their Christmas program at their church. We were warmly welcomed, fed a wonderft
soups and chili, played for them, and enjoyed a Nativity play by their adults, youth a

| want to personally thank Pastor Liz for a bea
narrating the cantata! She helped tie the Christr
message all together.

We hope to recruit at least two new bell ringers in the new year!

The Praise Band took our Christmas repertoire to the Pioneer Home. The resident
truly enjoy the Christmas Carols. We had word sheets for the carols, and many san(
Thanks, Sharon, for your leadership.

As this new year begins, | am looking forward to more musical inspiration. Prepar:
begin for the Easter Cantata. A nBig
come to life in 2026!

Blessings,
z/w/



" Chrastimas Cantata =

- Sunday, December 14t
10:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.

Community Federated Church
244 North 6t Street




The Stained Glass Windows

This is the story of the stagheess windows
In the Chancel area depicting ties28n.

' Toplefi The Lord i s my s§P=
S He maketh me to | i e

: Valley of plenty

= Centerlefi He | eadet h me b}
dqrestoreth my soul .o ;

4 Green pastures and still water in the center. R &
of the soul is represented by the temple in the |4

BottomLefi He | eadet h me i
ri ghteousness for my

Path over a valley of confusion with rugged m
and lightning storm, but with light rays (of the |
" guiding the believer through.

Bottom Righit Y e a , t ho | wal §
the Shadow of Death | will fear no evil for Tho
with me, Thy rod and

Depicted by the deep, narrow valley with the s
rugged cliffs on each side but still the stars ab
be comforted by.

. .
[ -

- & |
' head with oil; my cuf
/AR ==1g}

e

. E-o 3 Depicted by the table. Spear in background

CenterRigmt Thou preparest
the presence of mine enemies. Thou anointes

>

represents enemies. The overflowing cup shoy
thankful man is because by doing this the Lor¢
spiritually anointed him.

TopRighfi Sur ely goodness
me all the days of my life and | shall dwell in tf
House of the Lord

Depicted by the wheat (goodness), the wreath
(mercy) and again by the temple in the sky or
temple of our Lord.

Provided by Peggy Forgq
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Commissioning and Installation of Elders

*AFFIRMATION OF
FAITH

(from PCUSA “A Brief
Statement of Faith)

adwens A||9y 1o Asaunod é'o1dqd '

Pastor Liz, Weston Jones, Nancy Williams, Veva Blakesley, Joan Stetler, Shannon Walk

er
- e -- -

i | Food
Pantry
Volunteers

Photos courtesy of Kelly Strampe
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Praise Band at Pioneer Home

Sharing Music in the Community!

Bell Choir at LDS Church Christmas Program

Photos courtesy of Kelly Strampe




Ongoing:
Sunday morning 9: 00 Adult BI
Tuesday at 10:00 Bible study covering various topics
Fun Faithful Friddguth Group mgeh Fridays from S8ANMOAM
Sunday School 91200:15 for all ages
AStudents acted out the story of the Good Samaritan
AStudents acted out the story of Zaccheus
AStudents performed a Christmas program on December 21st.

Pastor Liz led an Advent Study for three weeks in December cov
topics of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.

We are thankful for the volunteers who have helped with the Sui
classes as assistants and teachers. Thank you!!

Coming up:

AWe are encouraging students to sign up for camps next summ
(2026). Scholarships are available to help cover costs. If intere
contact anyone on the Christian Ed committee

AWe are planning a presentation in the spring featuring the Sun
School students. More information will be coming.

Christian Ed Committee members:

Joan Stetler (chair), Janna Kershaw, Marilyn Vass, Amy Culbree
Hergert, Ray Wilber, Kelly Strampe, Glenn Dunbach

If you would like to help with this important ministry, please co
Pastor Liz 864 2524 or Joan Stetler (Christian Ed Chair) 86



Worship Night

Worship night was a greasuccess; we got together
ate some good food and praised the lord with
beautiful music. We are making plans for another,
date still to be decided! Thank you everyone who
helped make this happen ~Magge Jores

T 2

Photos courtesy of Kelly Strampe
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yPastor Liz




Childrer@ Ministry
This fall, I felt truly blessed to walk alongside our children and families in Sunday School at Corr
Whabegan as a simple Ayeso to helping Maril
childrends ministry. Wi th my | ove of organ
involved in planning and guidihgssons. | am deeply grateful to our educational leadership for enc
me to step into this role and supporting me throughout the fall. It has been a joy.

OQur 3rd grade and up cl aSersmonmpteerViguxpldrieg whaail mean:
|l i ve as citizens of Goddés Kingdom. Student:
in Jesusd teachings. I taught t hi &thogghttulrig kida |
who are ready to shine Godoés light. Our 2n:
revealed Gododés | ove, care, and faithful nes:
come aliveforrou youngest | earner s. Students memor i
our ol der students also | earning the Beati:-

We wrapped up the fall by preparing for the Christmas Program, which brought so much joy to ¢
special thanjou taJannafor teaching the children sign langusitentdNighfmyfor helping get costume
organizedoanfor writing and guiding the scripfaaledfor stepping in to help in the Parlor. Thank yc
well to families for supporting the éhitdesas a meaningful reminder of the joy that comes from sha
together.

As we look ahead to spring, we are excited to grow together through Psalm 23 and lessons on t
Spirit, | earning more about the Holy Spiri-

This ministry would not be possible without an incredible team of helperd/ahignfoybertacontinual
creativity (from paper bag coats to fishirigayés)faithfully sharing Bible stories every single Sunde
Kellyfor launching meaningful projects and capturing duamtemtber steady leadership, organizatiol
music, and mentorsKigren Sinclaiior her loving presence and service wherevedndgtmdier gift
with our littlest learn&tanfor stepping in and giving me drageand Clafor being supportive and hel
Sashfor volunteering across age griglagsjigor hiding sheddackenziéor sharing her musical gifts,
Jacksonfor guidance our littkgren Palmédor artistic contributidresnmyfor printing off curriculum,
CarleeTracy Heatherand all who offered their time and hearts. Thank youQ@igoeacth€ommittéer
the thoughtful Christmas gifts for our childreyo tdd@stor LiZor her leadership, encouragement, a
support of our educational ministry. | look forward to continuing to work with all of you.

One of my favorite parts of Sundays is asking my own children what they learned at church. Jes
ALet the little children come to meo ( Matt
lesson when my son joyfullydgiagreat detail how Jesus knew Zacchaeus by name and how Zac
turned his life to God. | encourage everyone to take time to notice what God is doing tfodlgbeou
quiet moments of conversation often reveal how deeply faith is taking root

Thank you, Community Church, for being a place where faith is nurtured, children are loved, an
in Christ. As Jesus reminds us, AYou aridd),t |
and together we have thefjbging that salt and light for our children. In closing, if anyone has sug
ideas, or ways you feel called thdnadp as current voluni@eisase reach out. | feel truly blessed to :
this congregation and look forward to what Gomteathis spring.

Emmy Lois Hergert
Call/Text307.575.3000



Sunday School
S T\JI|LProgram

Christmas 2025

Photos courtesy of Trish Larsor

Photos courtesy of Sash Moline



