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Open Sundays 

May - June 2025 

the word of our God will stand forever.



  

Rev Dr Elizabeth Morgan 

The Pastor’s Corner 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 I wanted to take this opportunity to share with you my gratitude for all 
the help received as I made the move to Thermopolis!  It was a challenge to 
get everything done in time, but with God’s help and yours everything 
worked out.  

 Gratitude is often in short supply these days, but it is an essential part 
of our lives as the people of God.  Paul often declared his gratitude for the 
early Christian congregations he established – it was a powerful  way of 
affirming and encouraging those faith communities.  Writing to the church at 
Philippi, Paul commented:  

I thank my God for every remembrance of you, always in every one of my 
prayers for all of you, praying with joy for your partnership in the gospel 
from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a 
good work in you will continue to complete it until the day of Jesus Christ. 
Philippians 1:3-6 NRSVUE 

 As I begin my ministry among you, know that I hold you in my heart 
with gratitude.  Thank you to all who helped to navigate through the interim 
time between pastors, ensuring  faithful witness to God continued.  To the 
dedicated members of the Board/Session,  as well as all the Committee 
members, staff , and others who sustained the ministry of this church with 
integrity and initiative – a heartfelt “Thank You!!”  And to the Pastor 
Nominating Committee – thank you for listening to the heart of God and 
allowing me to join you in that journey. 

 I am humbled to enter  this new season of God’s grace and leading.  
The history of this church contains many stories, and I give thanks that mine 
is now woven into yours, and that the God who creates, keeps, and sustains 
us will continue to make his Word known through us and our shared 
ministry. 

 Faithfully, in the service of the Gospel and in Christ’s love, 

 Pastor Liz 

 



  



Sunday Morning Bible Study 8:15 a.m.  

in the Parlor and on Zoom 

Studying from "Disciplines 2025" 

Reading and reflecting on scripture is a spiritual practice 

that provides daily inspiration and spiritual nourishment 

for those who seek God. In this best-selling devotional 

guide, readers encounter a diverse community of 

thoughtful Christian writers and theologians who guide 

them toward a deeper relationship with God. 

Each reading in The Upper Room Disciplines includes a 

selected scripture passage, a meditation on the 

scripture, and a prayer or suggestion for reflection. 

Disciplines offers 7 days of engagement with the 

upcoming Sunday’s lectionary texts. Each week of 

devotions is written by one author and focuses on one 

theme to provide extended depth into how the ancient 

stories of the Bible apply to our lives today. 

Tuesday Bible Study  

9:00 a.m.  
in the parlor and on Zoom 

 

This group utilizes book studies 

as well as reading and studying 

directly from the Old and New 

Testaments.   

Anyone is welcome to join us at 

any time during the studies.     

 

 

  



Musings from the Music Director 

As we come to this time of the year, my heart is filled with thanks!   

To the congregation: My thanks for the many cards and comments as we closed the interim 

time without a pastor.  It is a joy to serve wherever I can.  I’m thankful that God used me.  Thank 

you for your love and care and graciousness!  Thanks also to the church for the Chamber 

Bucks.  They were an unexpected kindness. 

To Rev. Elizabeth Morgan: Thank you for answering the call to be our pastor.  We are looking 

forward to where we will go together and pastor and congregation in the future that God has 

planned. 

To all who participated in the Cantata: Thank you all for the countless hours you invested in 

the music.  God used the cantata in powerful ways.  Thanks to the choir, including those who 

joined us from other churches.    Thanks to the orchestra, and Joan Stetler (for the leadership 

she provided) and all the work they put in.  Again, the churches of the community were well 

represented in the orchestra.  Together we made beautiful music for our Lord.  Thanks to Nancy 

Williams who is our rock on the piano. Her skill and dedication provide us with a great 

foundation for all we do.  And finally, thanks to the community at large who came to be blessed 

by the power of the Gospel in music.  The Cantata truly represented the Body of Christ in action.  

Many blessings and thanks!  Thanks to the legacy that Ellen Mortimore fostered for so many 

years and passed on to us.  Her energy, commitment, and “sparkle” is surely missed.   

Summer is on its way:  Some of the special music for this summer will include our traditional 

hymn sings on or near the first of the month.  We will have a men’s chorus, and a women’s 

chorus sometime this summer.  I hope to have a small bell ensemble as well as solos and other 

musical meditations.   

Praise Band will continue throughout summer.  Choir, Bell Choir, and Simple Gifts will be taking 

the summer off.  Choir and Bells will be resuming rehearsals on August 27th. 

Thank you for the privilege of being your music director.  

Blessings, 

 

“… I do not cease to give thanks for you as 

I remember you in my prayers, …” 

  



  

Advisory & Personnel 

The biggest news for A&P (and for the church as a whole) is the arrival of 

Reverend Dr. Liz Morgan to be our new pastor. What a joy to have her 

serving and leading our church! And, she didn’t slip in the back door but 

arrived in time to conduct services on Palm Sunday, be here during Holy 

Week for Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and arguably the most important 

Day in Christianity, Easter Sunday! And, we even managed to get her 

involved in her first A&P meeting shortly afterwards. Welcome!! 

Speaking of Easter, another marvelous celebration was the Easter 

Contata! Once again Ross and Joan assembled musical talent from within 

and outside the church to bring us and the community a wonderful event. 

Voices and instruments lifted in joy made it a touching performance. The 

dedication to long time musical director Ellen Mortimore made it that much 

more special.  

The ongoing work of the committee will be more fulfilling with the addition 

of Pastor Liz to our group. She makes us more complete. Once again, 

heartfelt thanks to the PNC, Pastor Ross for the “technical” advice in the 

search and for filling the communion pulpit, and for Pam Kerr and 

everyone who worked so hard finding speakers and “herding the cats” to 

get them all organized and scheduled.  

It’s a time of Renewal! Happy Spring! 

Thankfully submitted, 

Bill Williams, Chair 



  

We were fortunate enough to get through another winter with only 
volunteers doing our snow removal. Thank you to all who participated. 

A small crew got together in early April to install the swamp cooler at 
the parsonage. A little extra plumbing is needed before it is hooked up 
and functional. 

A smaller crew worked the same day to assemble a new bed before 
Pastor Liz’s arrival. 

A few more small repairs there were brought to our attention and are 
being addressed Zieb, Wayne, Keith, and later JADECO worked to get 
our new sound system in the sanctuary up and running. 

The sprinklers at both locations will be activated in early May. 

Ted has started mowing at both locations. He also knocked down the 
weeds on the south and west sides of the hall, and they have been 
sprayed with the vinegar solution for their first treatment this year. 

A sensor system provided by our insurance carrier will be installed soon. 
This is to notify law enforcement in the event of an active shooter 
incident. It is a one-time use device and is NOT to be played with or set 
off to see what happens. Law enforcement WILL respond and will not 
likely be happy about any false alarms. 

More projects will likely present themselves as we move into summer. 

Scott Dinsmore, Chair 

Buildings & 

Grounds 



 

 

 

  

Christian Education is alive and well in our church with the following activities. 

1.  Children’s Church/Sunday School 

2.  Adult Sunday School (9:00 AM)  Following “Disciplines” Book 

3.  Tuesday 9:00 Bible Study 

4.  “Wednesday Wonders” Youth Group 

5.  Thursday 4:30 Bible study led by Ross and Janna Kershaw 

6.  We encourage our youth to sign up for summer camp either at Circle J or 
Camp Story.  Scholarships are available. 

Vacation Bible School is scheduled for June 9 - 12th  from 5:15 – 8:00 PM which 
includes a light meal, music/movement, bible stories, crafts, science, and games. 

If you are interested in volunteering for this worthwhile effort, please contact either 
Joan Stetler (864-9425)  or the church office (864-2524). 

Christian Education 

Children’s Church 
We have been blessed to have up to 20 students in Sunday 

School each Sunday.  We are studying the life of Christ 

through the crucifixion and ascension. The kids enjoy singing, 

storytelling and activities related to the day’s lesson. 

The kids are working on memorizing the Lord’s Prayer and 

we encourage parents to reinforce this at home.  

Children’s Church will be taking a break for the summer, with 

the last classes for this year being on Memorial Day weekend, 

May 25th.  



  



 

  



 

  

This month the Wednesday Wonders had a tea party! 
They started with pretty dresses and hats and ended up 
playing in the ditch! We have been doing the Bible 
study “Everybody, Always”, by Bob Goff. We are 
learning how to give grace and love to ourselves and all 
the people we encounter in life.  

 

We plan to continue Wednesday Wonders through 
the summer and invite kids to sign up for one of the 
church camps! 

Amy Culbreath, Youth Leader 

Wednesday evenings from 4:30 to 5:45 in the Fellowship 
Hall. Open to 3rd grade and up. Bible study, pizza and 

games. Contact Amy Culbreath, 307-431-2798 or 
amyculbreath2@gmail.com with questions. 



Membership and Outreach has been busy with our regular activities these past months.  

We also gave the Sunday School kids Easter cards and bags with rabbits on them to 

collect their eggs in. 

The food pantry served 15-16 individuals or families in each of the last 3 months.  Our 

refrigerator quit working a while ago, and Brown’s appliance has brought us a loaner fridge 

to use until ours can be repaired.  The refrigerator allows us to keep fresh fruit, vegetables 

and other items that need refrigeration in the pantry.  Our sign was blown over a month or 

so ago, and the plastic lettering on one side was ripped in half.  The Print Zone is making 

up new ones for our sign, so we will soon have a two-sided sign again.  This month we 

need canned meats, cereal, rice sides, chicken ramen, pork ramen, and pasta sides.  

Thanks always to you all for your donations of food and money to the pantry. 

 Our May community meal is being hosted by the Advisory and Personnel Committee.  

June starts a new schedule, and the Membership Committee is taking that month.  We’ll be 

checking with our other committees and groups to fill in the schedule for the following 

months. 

We still need volunteers to serve coffee and a small snack after the 10:30 church service.  

Please call Tammy (864-2524) or Cindy (864-2060) if you would be willing to help.  We 

would be very grateful to anyone that could do that. 

We hope to have our picnic and church service in the park again this summer, so watch for 

our plans in next month’s newsletter. 

Don’t forget our memory tree project.  We have many members both past and present that 

we would like to honor.  The nominations sheets are located in the shelf next to the 

memory tree. 

Once again, thank you all for your support of our projects. 

Cindy Toth, Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  



 

  



PTL: Praise the LORD! 
Hello and Welcome to PTL 

WE HAVE IT ALL!  

FOOD, FUN, FELLOWSHIP+ A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF OUR LORD!!   

It’s not just our cooks that are cookin’ here at the PTL service on Sunday mornings. 

We have new and exciting sermon series going on all the time. We strive to get 

everyone what they need to dig deeper for the Lord.  Since its PTL and we know that 

we have an amazing group of people that serves us our breakfast and coffee, Let us 

look a little deeper into what the awesome word of God does for us. God has spoken! 

You cannot thrive on dessert ( personally it’s that darn cheesecake), you must have 

substance, a fulfilling meal that strengthens your body and gives it everything it needs 

to survive. For example, meat and potatoes. Praise Jesus! who doesn’t love potatoes 

right? Well, digging into Gods word is even better than that, It is not just surviving it is 

THRIVING. I won’t lecture you on your daily eating habits, but I will encourage you to 

splurge on God’s word. 

 Living by Gods word is life!!  

So, my food loving friends, let’s get into it!!  

Come be fed! 

Matthew 4:4 KJV: But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread 

alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 

(This emphasizes the importance of relying on God's word, resisting temptation, and following 

Jesus' example of ministry and leadership. Specifically, Matthew 4 shows how Jesus, after 40 

days of fasting, successfully resisted the devil's temptations, highlighting his dependence on 

God and the Scriptures.) 

IN HIM, 

Heather J. 

 

 

 

  



  PRAISE BAND ESCAPADES 
Months ago, new attendees of the church who were looking for ways to become involved and serve the Lord 

found a need in the PTL Sunday morning service.  At that time the music was provided via you tube video for 

this group. 

Several individuals were available that were already equipped with talents, instruments and music necessary 

to provide live praise and worship music.   These individuals had experience playing and singing 

contemporary music with other contemporary music bands and had musical selections that they had sang 

over and over with other musicians.   Those individuals put together their unique and various talents, gifts, and 

resources to quickly form a workable band.      

The band sang for the first time on May 14, 2023.  The original band included Leanne Correll,  Stepheny 

Butcher, Glenn Dunbach and Sharon Lea.   Each individual had a long history of singing, playing instruments 

and performing with other musicians in many different types of settings.   

The band has continued with a usual practice time weekly on Wednesday to stay in tune for the PTL service 

on Sunday mornings.   

As time has progressed, schedules have conflicted with the availability of the musicians, so several other 

faithful members were added to the group.   These individuals are Ross Kershaw, Pam Kerr, and Brian 

Strampe.  God has always been faithful to this group to provide substitute musicians occasionally to fill in 

when there was a need; some knew in time for Wednesday practice and some were plugged in on Sunday 

morning on the spur of the moment.      

The band has occasionally sung for different functions of the church body and has also gone out into the 

community to sing and play at the Pioneer Home several times and to sing Christmas carols at the Senior 

Center.   It has always been a blessing to carry our music beyond Sunday morning in the church and beyond 

the walls of the church at other times.   

The praise band loves to sing each and every song they sing.  The lyrics of these songs lift us up and 

encourage us to rise above our struggles to focus on Jesus and NOT on our circumstances.   

Some ways the lyrics of these songs are helpful is: 

1) Praise and worship of the Lord 

2) Helping us rise above the daily struggles and focus on Christ 

3) Helping us to identify problem areas in our character and life 

4) Encouraging us to ask for help from God 

5) Strengthening our faith in God  

6) Comforting us in times of struggle and need 

7) Encouraging our walk with God 

It has truly been a privilege to be allowed to serve the Lord by bringing these songs regularly to a 

congregational service on Sunday mornings.   We have been blessed by using our talents for the Lord.   We 

have positively interacted with church members and guests, the folks at the Pioneer Home, and the 

community and have truly been blessed by their smiles and giggles.  To God be the Glory, Great things He 

has done already and will do in the future!   

~Sharon Lea, Praise Band Leader 

 



 

  

This is our first newsletter article so, a little about who we are.  We are 
a group of volunteers who get together every Sunday at 9:00 AM  We 
put together a healthy breakfast for all to enjoy along with the 
Fellowship. 

Dennis and Karen Sinclair and Tom Anderson started this breakfast 
tradition a few years ago.  These meals are made possible by 
volunteers who dedicate their time and donations to make it a success.  
All are welcome to participate through suggestions, donations of dishes 
or their time.   

This weeks volunteers were:  

Phil and Kathy Gregory, Wayne and Jean Lewis, Jerry Williams and his 
granddaughter Mackenzie, Marilyn Vass, Tom Anderson 

We served over 40 meals but have served as many as 60 in the past.  
We really enjoy the fellowship that this breakfast offers.  Join us for a 
cup of coffee and a breakfast.  We look forward to seeing everyone 
there on Sunday. 

Jean Lewis, PTL volunteer 

GOOD MORNING   

from the PTL Breakfast Crew! 
 



 

 

 

  

This time of year is the most important in our liturgical calendar. It is known as 

Eastertide, the festal season of Christianity that focuses on celebrating the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead and His Ascension to the Father. 

Eastertide is a season of joy. The liturgical color is white, which is the color 

designated for feasts and festivals. Preceded by Lent, it begins on Easter Sunday 

and lasts 50 days, culminating on Pentecost Sunday. The date of Easter varies each 

year, falling on the first Sunday following the first full moon after the spring equinox.  

Almighty and everlasting God, who hast revealed thyself as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and dost ever live 

and reign in the perfect unity of love: Grant that we may always hold firmly and joyfully to this faith, and, 

living in praise of thy divine majesty, may finally be one in thee; who art three persons in one God, world 

without end. Amen.  

The worship committee will be leading the congregation in celebrating our mothers on Mother’s Day, May 

11. We will be honoring the mothers with a special fellowship time. On the Sunday before Memorial Day we 

will remember those that have passed in the last six months, by lighting candles at the altar. On June 15th, 

we will observe Father’s Day with delicious items at the fellowship after church. This is also a time to honor 

our heavenly Father and thank Him for being in our lives. We continue to prepare and clean up Holy 

Communion each month. We celebrate Holy Communion because Christ commanded his disciples to do it 

as a remembrance of Him. It is an act of worship that we invite you all to participate in. Our committee will 

also be doing some spring cleaning in the worship areas. We invite you all to help if you can. Areas that 

need cleaning will be announced and posted.  

All true worship is in essence a matter of the heart. We encourage you to praise and repent in our worship 

services and show acts of love that show the supreme value of God.  True worship is a valuing or a 

treasuring of God above all things. 

Nancy Darland, co-Chair   

Pentecost Sunday in 2025 will be celebrated on Sunday, June 8th. It is observed 

on the seventh Sunday or 50 days after Easter Sunday. It commemorates the 

descent of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles of Jesus while they were in 

Jerusalem. The main sign of Pentecost is the color red. It symbolizes joy and the 

fire of the Holy Spirit. Next, we celebrate Trinity Sunday which is the first Sunday 

after Pentecost. This holy day celebrates the doctrine of the Trinity, the three 

Persons of God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.   

This year, we celebrated Easter on April 20th. The solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord is celebrated on 

the 40th day of Eastertide (a Thursday). This year it falls on May 29th and we will celebrate on Sunday, June 

1st. This event marks the completion of Christ’s earthly ministry and His exaltation to Heaven, The Ascension 

signifies the promise of Christ’s return and the sending of the Holy Spirit to guide the apostles. The nine days 

from that celebration until the Saturday before Pentecost are days of preparation for the Holy Spirit. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

May 4 Basil 
 Weston 
May 11 Joan  
 Laura 
May 18 volunteer 
 Ellen 
May 25 volunteer 
 Laura 
June 1 Basil 
 Weston 
June 8 volunteer 
 Virginia 
June 15 volunteer 
 Jeanne 
June 22 volunteer 
 volunteer 
June 29 volunteer 
 Diane M. 
 

Lay Leaders 

May 
Scott & Terri 
Alice 

June 
Frank & Cindy 
Laura & Sam 

Communion Stewards 

May 
  Frank & Cindy 

Alice & Kay 
June 
  Volunteers 

  Mike M. & Diana B. 

Ushers 

Please let Tammy know or 

watch for clipboards to 

sign-up to read scripture 

May-December 2025. 

Thank you to all  

volunteers! 

May 
Ellen Galyan-Captain  
Diana Brost 

Margaret Shaw 

June 
Kay Rush-Captain 
Alice Bunch 

Diana Brost 

Shannon Walker 

Kathy Funk 
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*Contact Cindy Toth to volunteer 

to help with coffee hour.  



 

 

 

Let’s 
Celebrate!! 

June Birthdays 
Karen Sinclair  ..................................... 2  
Karla Ohrmund  ................................... 2  
Karlie Stetler ........................................ 8 
Dennis Sinclair  ................................... 9  
Carol Johnson  .................................... 9  
Jackson Skelton .................................. 12 
Tess Williams  ..................................... 16 
Karissa Nichols  ................................... 17 
Mary Alldredge .................................... 19 
Cassidy VanKirk .................................. 20 
Ted Clothier  ........................................ 21 
Clarence Darland  ............................... 21 
Danny Anderson .................................. 22 
Dean Mercil ......................................... 24 
Maggie Culbreath ................................ 24 
Sharon Lea .......................................... 28 
Bill Smith  ............................................. 28 
Tipton Moline ....................................... 29 
Ross Kershaw  .................................... 30 

June Anniversaries 
Sherman Skelton & Hallie Bischoff...... 6 
Mike & Terri Williams ........................... 9 
Patrick & Jen Arends  .......................... 13 
Jason & Kim Jones  ............................. 14 
Jersey & Lois Hamersly ....................... 19 
Howard & Karen Palmer ...................... 22 
Dean & Diane Mercil ........................... 26 
Brian & Kelly Strampe ......................... 27 
 

May Birthdays 
Nick Moline ......................... 1 
Mark Mortimore .................. 2 
Jay Brost ............................ 3 
Sherman Skelton ................ 6 
Sash Moline ........................ 7 
Deb Christensen................. 8 
Chris Arends ....................... 10 
Ryan Arends  ...................... 10 
Maggie Myers ..................... 11 
Kay Wiecki  ......................... 12 
Bill Moore  .......................... 17 
Koy Myers .......................... 17 
Emmy Hergert .................... 18 
Carson Williams  ................ 22 
Shyanne Jones................... 22 
John Vietti  .......................... 24 
Tracy Hergert ..................... 27 
Jane Norskog  .................... 29 
Ginger Novakovich ............. 29  

May Anniversaries 
Ray & Roxanne Baird  ........ 7 
Tom & Tammy Smith ......... 7 
Jordan & Joelle Dean ......... 21 
Tom & Colleen Anderson ... 24 
Jared & Karissa Nichols ..... 30 

If your birthday or anniversary is missing from these lists, please 

let Tammy know so that she can update the master list 


